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CESSD

THE CENTRE FOR ENVIONMENTAL STUDIES &
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (CESSD)

The Centre for Environmental Studies and Sustainable
Development (CESSD) at the Open University of Sri Lanka was
established in 2015 with the goal of contributing intellectually to
the creation of a sustainable university, country, and world. Since
2019, the CESSD has taken steps to expand her involvement in line
with the broader framework provided by the Open University's
Green Policy, which includes offering more programs, conducting
research, and advocating for environmental studies and
sustainable development.

In recent years, our planet has grappled with a broad array of
sustainability challenges, each demanding urgent and innovative
responses. At The Open University of Sri Lanka (OUSL), we are
deeply committed to addressing these issues head-on. Through
our initiatives, we aspire to lead by example, demonstrating that
meaningful change is possible when education and sustainability
converge.
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VISITTO SINHARAJA RAIN FOREST

2013

The Sinharaja Forest Reserve, the largest lowland rainforest in Sri
Lanka and a UNESCO World Heritage Site, stands as a testament to
the planet's rich biodiversity. Spanning just 21 km from east to west
and 7 km from north to south, this compact yet vibrant reserve is a
haven for a multitude of endemic species, including diverse trees,
insects, amphibians, reptiles, birds, and mammals. This unique
ecosystem underscores the importance of preserving natural
habitats, aligning with SDG 15: Life on Land, which emphasizes the
conservation of terrestrial ecosystems and biodiversity.
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DOG STERILIZATION PROGRAMME

2018

On July 3], 2019, the Green Committee of the Center for
Environmental Studies and Sustainable Development
(CESSD) visited the Sinharaja Forest Reserve. The group
of 20 members embarked on this exploration to deepen
their understanding of the rainforests complex
ecosystem and to uncover its hidden secrets of life. This
visit highlights the university's commitment to SDG 14:
Life Below Water, as maintaining forest health indirectly
supports the health of adjacent aquatic environments
by preserving water quality and preventing erosion.
Through such initiatives, the university actively engages
in promoting environmental stewardship and fostering
greater awareness of the natural systems.
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