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E-waste Management:
The Open University of Sri Lanka (OUSL)

In today's rapidly changing world, the concept of sustainability has
emerged as a fundamental pillar shaping the future of our planet.
OUSL, as hubs of knowledge, innovation, and social progress, plays a
pivotal role in championing sustainable practices and inspiring the
next generation of leaders. Embracing sustainability means reducing
our carbon footprint conserving resources and fostering a mindset
that values environmental stewardship, social equity, and economic
resilience. Through research, education, and community engagement,
OUSL is cultivating a generation of eco-conscious thinkers and prob-
lem solvers equipped to address the pressing global challenges relat-
ed to climate change, resource depletion, and social inequality.

With the proliferation of electronics also comes the challenge of their
proper disposal. OUSL is grappling with ways to efficiently and cost-ef-
fectively handle the issue of electronic waste, or e-waste, on university
premises. It's normal for people to discard products due to normal
wear and tear, but technological advancements have accelerated
e-waste growth as students, faculty, and administrators frequently
upgrade to better gadgets. This surge has forced university adminis-
trators to carefully examine and address the environmentally responsi-
ble disposal of these products on a campus-wide scale.



1.0 Introduced used-battery collection bins
for each division
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2.0 Disposal of UPS batteries /




Disposal mechanism of UPS batteries

Y/
Divisions send interrupted UPSs to IT division /////

|

UPSs battery replacement

Collect dead batteries into one place

Request for proper disposal of dead batteries

Appointing a Technical evaluation committee for Disposal of Hazardous

Tender calling for licensed E-waste collectors in Sri Lanka

(Registered under CEA)

Collect dead batteries by licensed E-waste collector
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Collected dead batteries for disposal



3.0 Disposal of Computer E-Waste

In the age of rapid technological advancement, the issue of computer
E-waste, or e-waste, has become a significant concern worldwide. Universi-
ties, as hubs of innovation and technology, find themselves at the forefront
of this challenge. Proper management of computer e-waste is not just a
matter of compliance but a moral and environmental imperative. As OUSL
embraces cutting-edge technology to facilitate learning and research, the
disposal of outdated computers and electronic devices demands careful
attention. Implementing efficient e-waste management practices is crucial
not only to mitigate environmental hazards but also to set a precedent for
responsible technological consumption. In this context, OUSL is uniquely
positioned to lead the way by adopting comprehensive e-waste manage-
ment strategies that prioritize recycling, refurbishment, and responsible
disposal, thereby contributing to a sustainable future while serving as an
exemplar for the broader community.

To serve this, the OUSL IT workshop plays a major role in refurbishment or
maintaining discarded or broken electronic items in the university.




3.1 University IT Workshop

Within the realm of the university IT workshop, a commendable initiative
revolves around repairing broken computer items to promote their reuse,
thereby minimizing electronic waste and maximizing the lifespan of tech-
nological resources within the university. This practice involves skilled tech-
nicians meticulously diagnosing and repairing malfunctioning laptops,
monitors, printers, CPUs, projectors, and other components, ensuring that
they are restored to optimal working conditions. By dedicating their exper-
tise to refurbishing these items, the IT division not only saves valuable
resources but also significantly reduces the environmental impact associat-
ed with electronic waste. Moreover, this approach aligns with sustainability
goals by extending the lifespan of electronic devices, allowing the universi-
ty to derive the maximum utility from its technological investments. This
commitment to repair and reuse not only demonstrates fiscal responsibility
but also represents a deep-seated philosophy of environmental steward-
ship, showcasing the university's dedication to creating a more sustainable

and eco-conscious university environment.
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The maintenance division of the IT workshop

The university IT workshop receives broken or discarded computer
equipment generated at every division of OUSL. Those are
repaired and handed over again to the respected division for
re-use up to their maximum level.



Divisions send broken/damaged computer items to IT

|

Repair computer Use for Research/Educational Send for reuse or Discard computer

ltems Purposes Other purposes ltems
Return to the respective  Send for requested Send for requested  Collect into
Department Faculties /Departments Schools/Institutes One place

Request for proper disposal

{

Appointing a Technical evaluation committee for Disposal of E-waste

|

Tender calling for licensed E-waste collectors in Sri Lanka
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Send E-waste for licensed E-waste collector

Computer and relevant accessories in disposable condition /%
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